CAMWEST’s Report

on

Councils’ Annual Bay to Mountains Cycleway Community Ride

on Saturday, 19 October 2002

In October every year four councils (Auburn, Bankstown, Holroyd and Parramatta) collaborate to provide the community (cycling families and individuals) with a community bicycle ride on part of the Bay to Mountains Cycleway, culminating in a catered lunch. 

The ride route is changed each year so that various parts of the 70km Cycleway can be experienced over the years by cycling families. For this reason councils ‘take turns’ in their financial support of the ride: On even-numbered years the ride focuses on the eastern end of the Bay to Mountains Cycleway (Auburn and Bankstown Councils); while on odd-numbered years the western side of the Bay to Mountains Cycleway is where the ride takes place (Holroyd and Fairfield Councils). Only Fairfield City Council has refused to support the ride.

The detailed planning, organizing, and conduct of the ride on the day is carried out by the Cyclists’ Action Movement WEST (CAMWEST) — in collaboration with other Bicycle User Groups where available — while the councils support and ‘own’ the event. The councils help (a) with funding, (b) with publicising and promoting the ride as part of their community events and bikeplan encouragement programs, (c) in maintaining the route to be used for the ride, and (c) in approaching local Police Commanders for assistance on the day. 

In 2002, on Saturday 19 October, the ride started at the picnic shelter at the west end of Killeen St, Auburn, used the Duck River and Parramatta Valley Cycleways, crossed the John Whitton bridge and progressed through Rookwood Cemetery and Regents Park to return to the picnic shelter for lunch.

Riders had the benefits of two lead riders, two tail riders and a catered lunch for riders and immediate families. Police assistance with the crossing of Silverwater Rd was greatly appreciated.
The following post-ride evaluation is submitted to all participating councils, particularly the two that supported the ride in 2002: Auburn Municipal Council and Parramatta City Council.

Participation
Both Auburn Council and Parramatta Council supported the 2002 ride with funding that allowed CAMWEST to provide a catered lunch at the end of the ride. Special mention is made of the Road Safety Officers from each council: Mr Milan Letunica (Auburn Council) and Mr Stephan Henderson (Parramatta Council). Without their assistance the organising of the ride would have been much more difficult.

Special mention must also be made of the Gilbert family for the excellent planning, preparation and presentation of the lunch. The small band of volunteers who supported them are congratulated.

The ride in 2002 was held on a Saturday due to the fact that the picnic shed, the use of which was donated by Auburn Council, was booked out for every Sunday in October. It is likely that holding the ride on a Saturday, rather than a Sunday, adversely affected the numbers registering for the ride.

Photo shoots were organised two weeks ahead with the Parramatta Advertiser and the Parramatta Sun newspapers. The Advertiser ran a detailed ‘story’  on the Wednesday prior to the ride, complete with phone number to call in order to register. Unfortunately they got the day wrong, stating the ride was to be held on the Sunday (despite the fact that they had the correct information in the form of a ride flyer). The Parramatta Sun published the photograph but gave no information to readers as to how they might register or participate.

Due to the efforts of Milan Letunica (Auburn Council’s Road Safety Officer) the correct information was published in the Auburn local paper, a fact that resulted in several Auburn residents registering.

On the day before the ride there were 45 registrations and 48 people for the lunch. During lunch 21 family members filled out the evaluation forms. Since most of the people were there as families or in groups, this was quite a good response.

The ride was conducted under clear skies and a gentle breeze. All riders reported enjoyment of the ride. There were no major problems. Two riders with bicycle difficulties were well supported by CAMWEST tail riders; and a sub-group of slower riders was accompanied by one of the lead riders. By 12.45 pm all riders had reached the picnic shed and were enjoying lunch.

Results from the evaluation forms

	ASPECTS OF THE RIDE
	PERCENT RATING AS 

‘GOOD’ OR ‘VERY GOOD’

	Cycleway facilities
	85.7%

	Ride promotion
	57.1%

	Ride organisation
	100%

	Food
	100%

	Cycleways
	90.5%

	Route
	90.5%


There was a recognition among the riders that the promotion of the event left something to be desired (e.g. see comments above on failures on the part of the Parramatta press). In future CAMWEST organisers should pay attention to publicity and promotion of the event.

The three main sources for riders becoming aware of the event were:

29% through local papers; 33% by word-of-mouth through friends or relatives; 28% via the CAMWEST newsletter or website; and one person indicated they knew of the ride through the Push On Rides Calendar.

Only three riders indicated that they rode bicycles every day, showing once again that this annual ride is serving its intended purpose: to encourage riding among casual and recreational cyclists.

All participants answered ‘yes’ to the question ‘Do you feel cycling facilities should be improved in Western Sydney?’ and indicated their concerns thus:

· promotion and support of rides (71.4%)

· off-road cycleways (95.2%)

· on-road cycleways (71.4%)

· bike-friendly road rules (66.6%)

When asked whether they would be willing to pay $1 to $2 for better food, 76% circled ‘yes’, despite the fact that there was overwhelming praise for the quality of the catered lunch. Comments made it clear that a small fee for lunch would not be a deterrent to participating in the ride.

The following were comments written on the evaluation forms:

· Try not to cross so many busy roads.  

· Split into fast and slow groups.  

· There should have been more people on this ride.

· An excellent ride.

· Food was excellent.

· Rider education prior to each ride, particularly for beginners.

· Food was great and I don’t see the need for a band.

· Cycleways need to link up better; too many dangerous intersections to negotiate.

· More locker security for bikes.
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