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Liverpool – Parramatta Rapid Bus Transitway

CAMWEST praises the Road and Traffic Authority (RTA) and the Department of Transport (DoT) for the concept and design of an environmentally friendly and sustainable public transport corridor.

The Liverpool to Parramatta Transitway.

That this Transitway will incorporate cycle ways is doubly pleasing to us.

The Transitway with its associated cycle way will be a valued resource for the public and especially for commuter and recreational cyclists alike, for decades to come.

As an organisation that supports all low polluting and sustainable forms of transport we are also very supportive of the bus transitway.

That the NSW Government is starting to consider sustainable public transport options and incorporating cycle ways from the planning and inception is extremely pleasing to us and we congratulate the Governmental bodies concerned.

Overall, CAMWEST is very happy with the proposed facilities for

Cyclists but we would like to raise a number of issues, suggestions or points for clarification.

Issues

Commuter cyclists

Commuter Cyclists, like all commuters, desire a direct no fuss travel to and from their destinations with the minimum of delays and stops.  This last point particularly applies to cyclists.  Cyclists have very moderate power available and slowing and stopping then accelerating again is extremely draining. Ideally cyclist commuter routes should be designed for a continuous and easy flow of travel to maximise the efficiency of this already most efficient form of people transport.

All cyclists prefer off road cycle ways; however commuter cyclists have a purpose to their cycling and the facilities must meet that purpose for them to use it.

Recreational cyclists

Recreational cyclists are well served by facilities that are designed with commuter cyclist in mind particularly on off road facilities. However if a cycle route is fragmented or has too many obstructions to continuous travel then commuter cyclists are poorly served and will probably use the road.

Design the cycle ways to be used by commuter cyclists and the cycle ways will be well used by all types of cyclists.  Design them for recreational cyclists and you will have an expensive and under-utilised facility.

Proposed cycle ways

Where the RTA and DoT are using proposed cycle routes as an alternative to building cycle ways as part of the Transitway is of serious concern.  Both the RTA and DoT needs to ensure that those alternate routes are completed to a similar standard as the Transitway, and ready for use upon the completion of the Transitway.  Otherwise the Transitway cycle routes are just more discontinuous cycle ways that don’t go anywhere.

Where the RTA and DoT are using existing cycle ways as part of the Transitway  they need to ensure that the existing cycle ways are upgraded to the same standards as those of the Transitway.  Many of these existing cycle ways are just wide shared footpaths that will not cope with the addition of many more and high-speed cyclists.

CAMWESY support the width recommend at 3m but would ideally like to see 3.5m to reduce the risk of pedestrian/cyclist conflict.

Of particular concerns are Wentworthville to Parramatta, provisions along Memorial Drive at Liverpool and the old water supply canal route that runs through land that is believed to be under the jurisdiction of the National Parks and Wildlife Service.  Amos St, Westmead is mentioned as an existing on-road cycle route but there are no cycling provisions on this road.

We recommend that there be discussions held with RTA, DoT, relevant Councils, CAMWEST and other interested parties to look at the safest and most feasible route into Parramatta. CAMWEST strongly suggest that the Transitway project involve itself in liaising with the relevant bodies regarding the above sections.

We like the way that the proposal intends to link with existing

Cycle ways and we would like to emphasise the importance of clear signage and smooth connections between these routes.

Bicycle storage

CAMWEST would like to see some bicycle lockers at all bus stations and particularly at the major stations, with lockers for both permanent and itinerant use.  Secure parking is fundamental in encouraging dual-mode commuters who might ride from home and take the Transitway to work or other destinations.

Transport of bicycles

Many destinations using public transport require a considerable journey to and from the public transport.  This is where many see the bicycle as a solution. Cycle to the public transport; use the public transport for the major journey then cycle to your final destination. This requires that bicycles be able to be carried on public transport.

CAMWEST would like to see and recommends that the Transitway buses be able to carry a several bicycles.

Ticketing

Currently people using DoT transport can buy a single ticket that covers travel by train, bus and ferry. This option should be extended not only to the Transitway but also to all Sydney public transport.

Lighting

Section 7.2.7 Lighting is an important requirement for the full length of the cycleway so that pedestrians can be seen by cyclists and vice versa. Lighting is an important facility to increase safety and reduce the risk of criminal activity.

Road crossings

The current situation with road crossings is that when pedestrians using a footpath arrive at an intersection they have right of way because all intersections are unmarked crossings. When cyclists are travelling on a road they have right of way at intersections with the minor roads.  Cyclists travelling on an off road cycle way paralleling a main roadway have no rights at intersections with minor roads.  Cyclists don’t even have the same rights as pedestrians.

For shared footpaths/off road cycle ways, there should be marked crossings on side streets to warn motorists of high pedestrian and cyclist activity.  This might take the form of zebra crossings that give right of way to pedestrians/cyclists.

What provisions are going to be provided for cyclists where the Transitway crosses major roads or the alternate cycle way crosses major roads?  An example is; from Centenary Rd, cyclists are supposed to utilise the Finlayson Creek off-road cycleway into Wentworthville. How do cyclists cross the Great Western Hwy?

Miscellaneous

There is a problem cyclists have when cycling at night.  If cycling on a pathway that is facing oncoming traffic, the cyclist rides virtually blind, even if the path is some distance from the road. Contra flow cycle ways should take this into consideration.

· Chainage 15800 has the cyclist switch from on-road to shared path.  This will require adequate wide ramps up onto the footpath for safety and fluidity of travel.

· On-road cycling in one direction seems to stop abruptly. How does the cyclist continue? Where do they go?

· Chainage 14200 has the cyclist cross to the other side of the Transitway. How do they cross safely?

· Chainage 12350-13400 there are no designs for cyclists as they rejoin the Transitway at Hyland Rd

· How will shared footpaths get around bus stations especially in busy locations like Canal station with all the school students?

The issue of ongoing maintenance of cycling infrastructure is often overlooked in planning stages. It is very important that cycle ways are well maintained; to encourage regular usage, avoid damage to infrastructure and for the safety of the cyclists. Who's responsibility will this be?

