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Parramatta City Council

Attn: Mr Rod Cook

Manager, Infrastructure

Darcy Street

PARRAMATTA  NSW  2150

cc
Councillor Lorraine Wearne


Lord Mayor, Parramatta City Council


Darcy Street


PARRAMATTA  NSW  2150

cc
Councillor Chris Worthington


14 Morley Court


BAULKHAM HILLS  NSW  2153

cc
Parramatta City Council

Attn: Mr Richard Searle


Darcy Street


PARRAMATTA  NSW  2150

Dear Mr Cook
KLEINS ROAD, NORTHMEAD

As you may be aware CAMWEST and the Parramatta Cycleways Steering Committee have previously raised concerns about the impact on cyclists’ safety arising from new line-marking planned for Kleins Road, Northmead.   Although Council had not acceded to our request to install separate bike lane line marking (a standard used in many other Sydney LGA’s) we had hoped that the compromise implemented would still ensure safe conditions for cyclists.

We are disappointed that the completed work has resulted in at least four dangerous squeeze points for cyclists in this short section of roadway.   We have undertaken a review of these unsatisfactory aspects and a report is attached for your consideration.

CAMWEST has serious concerns that if this style of treatment is adopted as a standard within the LGA then Council will forgo the opportunity to improve safety for cycling and in many cases will make conditions for bike riders more dangerous than they currently are.

We specifically question the justification of the pedestrian refuges which have been installed in Kleins Road, given our observations that these are rarely used and one in particular leads across the road to a grassed verge and a cyclone wire fence, with no formed footpath and no entrance to any property for a distance of at least 50 metres in either direction.   

We believe that the planning of such refuges needs to be more carefully balanced with the safety needs of cyclists.   Where there are genuine pedestrian needs then a marked pedestrian crossing would have provided higher visibility for pedestrians and avoided the need for cyclists (and motorists) to swerve around central refuges.

CAMWEST would appreciate your response to the safety issues raised and would also look forward to the opportunity of being more closely involved in the planning of future such treatments to avoid similar dangerous conditions being created by Council works.

Yours faithfully
CAMWEST

Glen E Hunter

MEMBER

KLEINS ROAD, NORTHMEAD

OBSERVATION OF NEW REFUGES AND LINE MARKING

31 August 2001

DIFFICULTIES AND  PROBLEMS FOR CYCLISTS

Southbound cycling

· Dangerous squeeze point opposite the corner of Beamish Road – line marking and positioning of ‘No Stopping’ signs combine to leave no room at all for bikes to pass around parked cars, forcing cyclists into the traffic lane at the very point that the refuge island forces motorists to veer left anyway (the ‘No Stopping’ area needs to be extended);


(The exact same problem occurs opposite the corner of Beaufort Street - again the ‘No Stopping’ area needs to be extended);

· Parking / cycling lane runs out before the corner of Boundary Road, leaving no room for cyclists to prop (even if turning left) when giving way to traffic in Boundary Road (the cycling lane needs a better junction with the line marking at this corner and ideally should be continued around the corner into Boundary Road which is also a designated cycling route).

Northbound cycling

· Dangerous conflict at the corner of Beaufort Street where the double white centre line of Beaufort Street extends right up to the painted line that supposedly marks the continuation of the cycling lane – thus when a car is waiting in Beaufort Street to turn right into Kleins Road, a cyclist would ride straight into the side of the car (there needs to be a stopping line for cars exiting Beaufort Street and a second dashed line in Kleins Road with prominent bicycle logos);

· A similar problem occurs at the corner of Beamish Road although there is no centre line in Beamish Road (there needs to be a stopping line for cars exiting Beamish Road and a second dashed line in Kleins Road with prominent bicycle logos).
Suggested actions:

1. On site meeting / saddle survey by bicycles to determine necessary changes;

2. Changes in line marking and parking restrictions to improve safety for cyclists;

3. Adopted changes should become part of policy in future such treatments, to avoid similar dangerous conditions being created by Council again.


